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                                                                       Section A : Reading  (20 Marks)                              

A1. Read the following poem and complete the given sentences.                                                    (5) 

OH BOOKS! 

Oh, books, what books they used to know, 

Those children living long ago!  

So please, oh please, we beg, we pray,  

Go throw your TV set away, 

And in its place you can install  

A lovely bookshelf on the wall. 

Then fill the shelves with lots of books, 

Ignoring all the dirty looks, ….. 

 

a) The word ‘they’ in the first line refers to ____________________________ 
b) The poet wants the TV set to be replaced with _____________________________ 
c) The poet asks the children to ignore _________________________ 
d) The poet is sure that the children  would begin to read the books within a week or two because they 

_______________________________ 
e) Once the children start reading they will get _____________________________ 

A2. Read the following poem and answer the questions that follow:                               (5) 

                                                                 OLYMPICS 

In ancient times in Greece, the Olympics were associated with religious festivals. Life in ancient Greece 
revolved around their gods. The Greeks believed that their gods were immortal and more powerful than 
human beings. They honoured their gods with sports festivals. 

The most important of these were the four national festivals. They were open to sportsmen from all Greek 
regions and colonies. Each of these festivals was held at different place and was celebrated  in honour of a 
particular god. 

The Olympic Games were held in Olympia which was an important religious centre in ancient Greece. A 
magnificent temple was built there in honour of the God, Zeus. Zeus was regarded as the ruler of both Gods 
and men. Greek tried to please Zeus by excelling in sports, and many contests of skill and strength were held. 

It is believed that the Olympic Games were founded by the Greek hero, Hercules who was known as the son of 
the God, Zeus. He performed twelve seemingly impossible tasks to become the greatest of all Greek heroes. 
He cleaned in a single day, the King Augeas’ stables which was an impossible task. The king was fabulously rich 
and had thousands of animals. So his stables were extremely dirty and full of stink. Hercules redirected the 

Fear not, because we promise you  

That, in about a week or two 

Oh having nothing else to do, 

They’ll now begin to feel the need 

Oh having something to read. 

And once they start – oh boy, oh boy! 

You watch the slowly growing joy 

That fills their hearts. They’ll grow so keen 

They’ll wonder what they’d ever seen 

In that ridiculous machine…… 

 



course of the river Alpheus through the stables of the king. All the muck and the dirt was washed out in a 
single day. To celebrate this achievement he started the Olympic Games in honour of his father Zeus. 

a) The Greeks celebrated sports 
(i) Gain physical strength                         (ii) honour their Gods 
(ii) Get power                                                   (iv) become immortal 

b) In ancient Greece the Olympic Games were held 
(i) in Greek religions                                        (ii) in colonies 
(ii) at religious centres                                     (iv) at Olympia   

c)  They honoured  Zeus by  
(i) building magnificent temples                      (ii) excelling in sports 
(ii) excelling in contests of skill and strength     (iv) doing all the above things 

d) The impossible task performed by Hercules was  
(i) the cleaning of Augeas’ stables in a day 
(ii) removing the musk and the dirt from the king’s stables 
(iii) redirecting the course of the river through the stables 
(iv)   all of the above 

e) Hercules performed ___________ impossible tasks. 
(i) 5                           (ii) 7 
(ii) 12                             (iv) 8 

A3. Read the given poem and complete the summary.                                        (5) 

A NEST TO REST 
Population has increased,  
Trees have been cut down! 
Where should I make  
My nest in this town? 
We the weavers have our 
Colony on a tree, 
The builders visited  us, 
to build their’s , you see! 
Our friends spend their nights  
in railway platform sheds 
 

The weaver birds make (a)_______________ nests (b)______________ trees. They call it a 
(c)_______________ . They are in (d)_____________ because the cruel hands of (e)____________ have 
(f)________________ trees in order to build (g)__________. The troubled birds spend (h) _____________. 
They demand (i) ____________ from (j)________________ for themselves. 

A4. Read the given passage and answer the questions.                    (5) 

The landlord and his wife were up very early and were surprised to see the scientist’s door wide open. Usually 
it was shut and locked, and he was furious if anyone entered his room. The opportunity seemed too good to 
be missed. They peeped round the door, saw nobody and decided to investigate. The bed clothes were cold, 
showing that the scientist must have been up for some time, and stranger still, the clothes and bandages that 
he always wore were lying about the room. 

All of a sudden Mrs. Hall heard a sniff close to her ear. A moment later the hat on the bed post leapt up and 
dashed itself into her face. Then the bedroom chair became alive. Springing into the air it charged straight at 

No place for us to live 
everywhere the Man treads.  
Some development authority or 
housing board, 
Should also allot us Land 
Where we can live in peace 
Away from Man’s ‘Cruel Hand’. 

 



her. As she and her husband turned away in terror, the extraordinary chair pushed them both out of the room 
and then appeared to slam and lock the door after them. 

a) Why were the landlord and his wife surprised? 
b) When the landlord and his wife entered into the scientist’s room, what did they decide? 
c) What was the strange thing in the scientist room? 
d) What happened to the hat which was kept in the room? 
e) Why did the writer call the chair ‘extraordinary’?  

Section B: Writing  (20 Marks) 

B1. You are Devin/Devina studying in St. Mary’s School, New Delhi.  Write a letter to the Principal seeking 
leave for three days  to attend a wedding in the family.             (6) 

B2. Today was Teachers Day Celebration in your school. Write a diary entry describing your feelings in about  
150 words. 

                                                      OR 

Write a paragraph on ‘My First Half Yearly Exam ’ in about 150 words .                          (7) 

B3. Read the given outlines and write a story in about 150 words.  Give suitable title.   (7) 

A little girl Munni ………….. wanted to read and write ………….. poor parent helpless as the village school was 
across the river ………….. Munni decided to attend it regularly ………….. helped father to make a raft with planks 
of wood ………….. he would row her across on the raft everyday ………….. she toiled hard ………….. and regularly  
revised all that the teacher taught her ………….. when other children would be having fun she would sit in the 
classroom and read her lessons ………….. passed with flying colours ………….. got a scholarship ………….. pursued 
higher education in a good college ………….. moral  

Section C : Grammar    (20 Marks) 

C1. Rearrange the following group of words or phrases to make meaningful sentences.              (4) 

a) not/ children/ below/ of/ the age/ must/ drive/ eighteen years 
b) protection/ our/ we/ must/ helmets/ own/ wear/ for 
c) phones/ must/  used/ not/ mobile/ be/ driving/ while 
d) traffic police/ making/ efforts/ is/ to increase/ on the roads/ safety 

C2.  Insert the pronouns from the box taking instructions given in the brackets:               (3) 

        [themselves, itself, myself] 

a) I wrote the essay. (Reflexive) 
b) The children enjoy during the vacation. (Emphatic) 
c) The dog locked in the room. (Emphatic) 

C3. Pick out the adjectives and name its kind.                                       (4) 

a) Such players always play for the team. 
b) She added some honey to the milk. 
c) Whose pen is lying on the floor? 
d) Arnav loves to watch horror movies.  



C4. Fill in the blanks with articles.                       (4) 

(a)_____  weather had got worse. Tom could see a blizzard heading towards him from (b)____ north. He 
quickened his steps. After walking for about (c)_____   hour, he saw (d)______  hut. It was (e)_____ only 
abode for miles around. He was about to walk away when he saw (f)_____ unused cycle in (g)_______ 
shed. He thought of (h)_______ idea to ride away on the cycle. 

C5. Fill in the blanks with the correct degree of adjectives.             (3) 

a) The performance of the children was _________ (good) than the last year. 
b) Soma is the   ___(old) girl in our team. 
c) No one can be as ________ (strong)  as Dara Singh. 

C6. Fill in the blanks with relative pronoun.             (2) 

a) The person ____________ you were talking to is my friend. 
b) The book _____you gave me to read is very interesting. 
c) The person_______ is the Chairman of our society was a school teacher. 
d) I have read the application  __________   you gave me. 

 

Section D: Literature           (20 Marks) 

D1. Answer the following questions.                       (2x4=8) 

a) Give a brief account of work done in ISS. 
b) Who helped Sri Krishna Dev Rayalu in solving the issue raised by the Delhi Sultan? How?  
c) Who clarifies the poet’s suspicion and when? 
d) Write any four wishes of the speaker in the poem ‘God Bless My Meal’. 

D2. Answer the questions with reference to the given lines.              (2x3=6) 

a) ‘Will I be able to ski?’ 
(i) Who is the speaker? 
(ii) Why did he ask this question? 
(iii) How did the parents of the speaker help him in pursuing his dream? 

b) ‘ I pray thee, then, write me as one that loves his fellowmen.’ 
(i) Which list was the listener preparing? Did the speaker’s name occur in the list? 
(ii) In which list did the speaker want his name to be included? 
(iii) What was the result of the speaker’s love for his fellowmen? 

D3. Answer in one word.              (1x3=3) 

a) The Chief Minister in the court of King Krishna Dev Rayalu was ______ 
b) The poet of ‘God Bless My Meal’ is __________ 
c) The place Sunita Williams joined to strengthen her bones and muscles after her visit to NASA 

is ___________ 

D4. Who said to whom               (1x3=3) 

a) “I shall give the solution to this problem in the Bhuvan Vijayam tomorrow.” 
b) “You must be out of your wit.” 
c) “May I never lose my healthy appetite.” 

***************** 


